Bibliology  The Doctrine of the Bible
Evidence of Divine Inspiration

The phrase “thus saith the Lord” occurs in the Bible over 3,800 times
Why should we believe any of them?

1. Fulfilled prophecy


Messianic Prophecies
	Prophecy
	O. T. Reference
	N. T. Reference

	His Virgin Birth
	Isaiah 7:14
	Matthew 1:20, Luke 1:30-35

	His Birth in Bethlehem
	Micah 5:2
	Luke 2:4-7

	His forerunner, John the Baptist
	Isaiah 40:3
	John 1:6-8, 19-23

	His triumphal entry
	Zechariah 9:9-10
	John 12:12-19

	His side pierced at Calvary
	Zechariah 12:10
	John 19:34

	His cry, “My God, My God, why hast thou forsaken me?”
	Psalm 22:1
	Matthew 27:46

	Darkness at his crucifixion
	Psalm 22:2
	Matthew 27:45

	Mocking at his crucifixion
	Psalm 22:6-8
	Matthew 27:39-43

	His hands and feet pierced
	Psalm 22:16
	John 20:24-29

	Casting lots for His vesture
	Psalm 22:18
	Matthew 27:35

	His unbroken bones
	Psalm 34:20
	John 19:36

	Given vinegar to drink
	Psalm 69:21
	Matthew 27:34, 48

	Buried in a rich man’s grave near the wicked
	Isaiah 53:9
	Matthew 27:57-60

	Christ’s Resurrection
	Psalm 16:10, Hosea 6:2
	Luke 24:1-7

	Christ’s Ascension
	Psalm 110:1, Psalm 24:3-10
	Acts 1:8-11


The Probability that 8 of the 300 Messianic Prophecies would be fulfilled in one man is one in 1017
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Destruction of the Temple


Matthew 24:2

There shall not be left here one stone upon another, that shall 


not be thrown down.             
In 70 A.D. Roman Armies conquered Jerusalem and burned it to the ground. The 
secular historian Josephus recorded that “the city wall was so completely leveled 
with the ground that there was no longer anything to lead those who visited the spot 
to believe it has ever been inhabited.”

It was said that the heat of the burning city melted the gold of the temple. The hot liquid gold seeped out into the temple’s foundational stones. Greedy Roman soldiers took the temple apart stone by stone to plunder the gold.
2. Indestructibility

Roman Emperor Diocletian (A.D. 245-313)

Diocletian declared in 303 that every Bible should be destroyed. After believing that he had succeeded, he raised a column with a Latin inscription which read, “The name of Christian is extinguished.” However, Constantine succeeded him in 312 and replaced the pagan symbols on Diocletian’s column with the symbol of the cross.


French Atheist Voltaire (A.D. 1694-1778)

Voltaire claimed that within 100 years of his lifetime, the Bible would cease to exist with the exception of rare antiques. Twenty years after his death, Voltaire’s house was purchased by the Geneva Bible Society and used it for printing Bibles. Voltaire’s house later became the Paris headquarters for the British and Foreign Bible Societies which stored and distributed Bibles throughout Europe.
Isaiah 40:8  

The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: but the word of our God shall stand for ever.
Luke 21:33  
Heaven and earth shall pass away: but my words shall not pass away.
Psalm 12:6-7

The words of the LORD are pure words: as silver tried in a furnace of earth, purified seven times. Thou shalt keep them, O LORD, thou shalt preserve them from this generation for ever.
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3. Power to transform lives

William Cowper
Having found a Bible on the bench in the garden, I opened upon the 11th of St. John, where Lazarus is raised from the dead; and saw so much benevolence, mercy, goodness, and sympathy with miserable men, in our Saviour’s conduct, that I almost shed tears upon the relation; little thinking that it was an exact type of the mercy which Jesus was on the point of extending towards myself. I sighed, and said, “Oh, that I had not rejected so good a Redeemer, that I had not forfeited all his favours,” Thus was my heart softened, though not yet enlightened.

Increasingly he felt he was not utterly doomed. There came another revelation and he turned again to the Bible and the first verse he saw was Romans 3:25: “Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God.”

Immediately I received the strength to believe it, and the full beams of the Sun of Righteousness shone upon me. I saw the sufficiency of the atonement He had made, my pardon sealed in His blood, and all the fullness and completeness of His justification. I a moment I believed, and received the Gospel…Whatever my friend Madan had said to me, long before, revived in all its clearness, with demonstration of the spirit and power. Unless the Almighty arm had been under me, I think I should have died with gratitude and joy. My eyes filled with tears, and my voice choked with transport; I could only look up to heaven in silent fear, overwhelmed with love and wonder.


Augustine
Some time in the year 386, Augustine, his mother Monica, his son Adeodatus, and several friends, were spending time in Cassiciacum, a small village near Milan. While outdoors, Augustine heard the voice of a child singing a song, the words of which were, "Pick it up and read it. Pick it up and read it." He thought at first that the song was related to some kind of children's game, but could not remember ever having heard such a song before.

Then, realizing that this song might be a command from God to open and read the Scriptures, he located a Bible, picked it up, opened it and read the first passage he saw. It was from the Letter of Paul to the Romans. Augustine read:

Let us walk honestly, as in the day; not in rioting and drunkenness, not in chambering and wantonness, not in strife and envying. But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof. 
Romans 13:13-14 
Reading this scripture, Augustine felt as if his heart were flooded with light. He turned totally from his life of sin. He was Baptized by Ambrose during the Easter Vigil April 24, 387. His friend Alypius and his son Adeodatus were Baptized at the same time.

Later, reflecting on this experience, Augustine wrote his famous prayer: You have made us for yourself, Lord, and our hearts are restless until they rest in you. He went on to become a powerful influence on the spirituality and theology of the Christian Church.
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Jeremiah  23:29  


Is not my word like as a fire? saith the LORD; and like a hammer that breaketh the 
rock in pieces?

Psalm 119:9 


Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way? by taking heed thereto according to 
thy word.

John 17:17  

Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.

Hebrews 4:12  

For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, 
piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, 
and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.


4. Archaeology confirms it


Dr. Nelson Glueck – 


“It may be stated categorically that no archaeological discovery has ever controverted a Biblical reference. Scores of archaeological findings have been made which confirm in clear outline or in exact detail historical statements in the Bible.”

Sir William Ramsay – One of the greatest Archaeologists to ever have lived. Set out in the 1800s to disprove the book of Acts. Because of his archaeological research and his study of the book of Acts, he became convinced that Luke was a first rate historian and that the Book of Acts was a dependable and accurate historical account. Sir William Ramsay died as a believer in Christ. 
5. Unity of Authors

66 Books, Over 40 Authors, Over 1500 years, By Kings, herdsmen, fishermen, Great politicians, tax collectors, prophets, etc.

6. Honesty of the writers

The fall, Moses’ pride, Abraham’s Wife, David’s adultery and murder, Job’s pride, Jonah’s disobedience, The disciple’s fearfully fled for their lives and left Christ alone, Peter’s denial of Christ, Paul’s persecution of the Church, Peter’s dissembling with the Jews, John’s worshipping the angel
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7. Perennial Freshness (Pink)

The Bible never has, nor ever will be exhausted!

8. It’s majesty

Holy God and sinful man

Q. 4. How doth it appear that the Scriptures are of the Word of God?
A. The Scriptures manifest themselves to be the Word of God, by their majesty and purity; by the consent of all the parts, and the scope of the whole, which is to give all glory to God; by their light and power to convince and convert sinners, to comfort and build up believers unto salvation: but the Spirit of God bearing witness by and with the Scriptures in the heart of man, is alone able fully to persuade it that they are the very word of God. 

Family discussion:
If Jesus was not God manifest in the flesh, which prophecies about himself could he have fulfilled himself and which ones would have been out of his control?
Memory Verses:

Isaiah 40:8

Psalm 12:6-7
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