Bibliology  The Doctrine of the Bible

Canonicity

How did the 37 books of the Old Testament and 29 books of the New Testament come to be in our Bible?
Definitions

Canon – Measuring rod, rule, standard
Concerning the Bible, the Canon means those books measured and found satisfactory as a part of the inspired word of God.
Canonicity – a book’s right to be included in the Biblical Canon.
How is Canonicity Determined?


Canonicity is determined by God.


Canonicity is recognized by man.

How are Bible Books recognized as canonical?

1. The Author was an Apostle or a close associate of the Apostle

2. The book claims to be the Word of God.

3. The book was accepted as Scripture by the early Church and Church Fathers.

4. The book harmonized with the other scriptures.
5. The book has power to change lives.

6. The book bears the evidence of high moral and spiritual value reflective of the work      of the Holy Spirit. 
Christ Authenticated the Old Testament
Lu 24:44 And he said unto them, These are the words which I spake unto you, while I was yet with you, that all things must be fulfilled, which were written in the law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the psalms, concerning me.
Christ believed that the Old Testament was spoken by God

· The Law- 

Mt. 22:31 (Ex. 3:6) But as touching the resurrection of the dead, have ye not 
read that which was spoken unto you by God, saying, I am the God of Abraham, 
and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob? God is not the God of the dead, but 
of the living.
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· The Prophets-

Mt. 15:7 (Is. 29:13) Ye hypocrites, well did Esaias prophesy of you, saying, This 
people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with their 
lips; but their heart is far from me.,

· The Psalms-

Mark 12:36 (Ps. 110:1) For David himself said by the Holy Ghost, The LORD 
said to my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand, till I make thine enemies thy 
footstool.
Christ believed that the Old Testament events were Historical Fact

Creation-Mt. 19:4-5
Death of Abel-Lu. 11:51
Noah and the Flood-Mt. 24:37-39
Abraham rejoiced to see Christ’s day-Jn. 8:56-58
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob were real and in the kingdom of God-Lu. 13:28
Lot and the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah-Lu. 17:28-32
Jonah spending three days and three nights in the Whale-Mt. 12:39-41
Christ Pre-Authenticated the New Testament
Acts 1:2 Gave commandments through the Holy Ghost

Lu. 24:27 He expounded to them in all the scriptures (Road to Emmaeus)

Lu. 24:44-48 He opened their understanding, that they might understand the scriptures.

Jn. 14:26 The Holy Ghost will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance, whatsoever things I have said to you. (14:17,15:26-27,16:13)
Memory Verse:

Luke 24:45
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