Desiring the Word    Bible Study  August 8th, 2007
1 Peter 2:2  

As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby:

Preaching
The preaching of the Word of God is the most important way in which God communicates His Word to us.

· True preaching of the word of God is God speaking to us (1st Thessalonians 2:13).

· The preaching of the Gospel is the power of God unto salvation (Romans 1:16).

· Preaching is God’s way of transforming us into the glorious image of Christ (2 Corinthians 3:18).
Reading

Reading the Bible is the most important way that we can have fellowship with God every day.

· Every Christian should have a set reading schedule for reading the Bible every day.
· The best time to spend reading the Bible is early in the morning.

· Every Christian should read through the Bible at least once every year for the rest of their life.

· It is absolutely necessary to pray for the Holy Spirit to illuminate God’s Word when we read it.

Studying
Studying the Bible is one of the main ways that a Christian can grow deeper in their knowledge of God.

· Every Christian should spend some time digging deeper into God’s Word.
· Every Church member should spend some time every week studying behind the preacher’s messages (Acts 17:11).

· Studying the Bible can consist of character studies, book studies, word studies, doctrinal studies, etc.

· Good tools for studying: Bible Commentaries, Study Bibles, Greek and Hebrew Dictionaries, Bible Dictionaries/Encyclopedias
Memorizing
Every believer needs to spend time committing the Word of God to memory. Memorizing scripture is the best way to “hide God’s Word” in your heart for critical times in your life when you need it. (Psalm 119:11)

· You can memorize single verses, paragraphs, chapters, or even whole books of the Bible.

· Memorizing scripture is especially helpful in the fight against temptation.

Meditating
Meditating on Scripture is good for drawing our hearts to God in worship. (Psalm 1:2)
· To meditate means to contemplate or think on. To meditate on the Scriptures is to ponder over a passage or verse, thinking and reflecting over its meaning and how it applies to your life.
· Meditating on Scripture is like chewing on delicious food. You don’t want to swallow it until you’ve tasted every last drop of sweetness that’s in it.

Don’t forget Family Devotions

Desire – to crave intensely, to pursue with love, to long after

Psalms 19:10 More to be desired are they than gold, yea, than much fine gold: sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb.

