God’s Sovereignty and Man’s Responsibility in Evangelism

The 1689 London Confession of Faith

· Of God’s Decree

· Of Divine Providence

· Of Effectual Calling

· Of Saving Faith

· Of the Gospel

LCOF chapter 3 – Of God’s Decree

1. God hath decreed in himself, from all eternity, by the most wise and holy counsel of his own will, freely and unchangeably, all things, whatsoever comes to pass; yet so as thereby is God neither the author of sin nor hath fellowship with any therein; nor is violence offered to the will of the creature, nor yet is the liberty or contingency of second causes taken away, but rather established; in which appears his wisdom in disposing all things, and power and faithfulness in accomplishing his decree.


LCOF chapter 5 – Of Divine Providence

1. God the good Creator of all things, in his infinite power and wisdom doth uphold, direct, dispose, and govern all creatures and things, from the greatest even to the least, by his most wise and holy providence, to the end for the which they were created, according unto his infallible foreknowledge, and the free and immutable counsel of his own will; to the praise of the glory of his wisdom, power, justice, infinite goodness, and mercy. 


LCOF chapter 10 – Of Effectual Calling

1. Those whom God hath predestinated unto life, he is pleased in his appointed, and accepted time, effectually to call, by his Word and Spirit, out of that state of sin and death in which they are by nature, to grace and salvation by Jesus Christ; enlightening their minds spiritually and savingly to understand the things of God; taking away their heart of stone, and giving unto them a heart of flesh; renewing their wills, and by his almighty power determining them to that which is good, and effectually drawing them to Jesus Christ; yet so as they come most freely, being made willing by his grace. 


LCOF chapter 14 – Of Saving Faith

1. The grace of faith, whereby the elect are enabled to believe to the saving of their souls, is the work of the Spirit of Christ in their hearts, and is ordinarily wrought by the ministry of the Word; by which also, and by the administration of baptism and the Lord's supper, prayer, and other means appointed of God, it is increased and strengthened. 

2. …the principal acts of saving faith have immediate relation to Christ, accepting, receiving, and resting upon him alone for justification, sanctification, and eternal life, by virtue of the covenant of grace. 

LCOF chapter 20 – Of the Gospel

1. The covenant of works being broken by sin, and made unprofitable unto life, God was pleased to give forth the promise of Christ, the seed of the woman, as the means of calling the elect, and begetting in them faith and repentance; in this promise the gospel, as to the substance of it, was revealed, and [is] therein effectual for the conversion and salvation of sinners. 


4. Although the gospel be the only outward means of revealing Christ and saving grace, and is, as such, abundantly sufficient thereunto; yet that men who are dead in trespasses may be born again, quickened or regenerated, there is moreover necessary an effectual insuperable work of the Holy Spirit upon the whole soul, for the producing in them a new spiritual life; without which no other means will effect their conversion unto God. 

God’s Sovereignty and Man’s Responsibility in Evangelism

· God is sovereignly at work in the universe ruling by His providence over every event, great or small.

· Nothing happens in the universe except that which has been decreed (to fix or appoint; to set or constitute by edict or in purpose.) by God. 

· God has established by decree that the Gospel be the ordinary means that He uses to produce saving faith in Jesus Christ in the lives of His children.

· Before saving faith can be wrought in the heart, God must first regenerate the dead heart for the receiving of the Gospel. 

2 Thessalonians 2:13

· From the beginning God has chosen the elect to salvation THROUGH sanctification of the Spirit AND belief of the truth.

· God calls the elect to the belief of the truth by the Gospel.
2Th 2:13-15 - 

When we hear of the apostacy of many, it is a great comfort and joy, that there is a remnant according to the election of grace, which does and shall persevere; especially we should rejoice, if we have reason to hope that we are of that number. The preservation of the saints, is because God loved them with an everlasting love, from the beginning of the world. The end and the means must not be separated. Faith and holiness must be joined together as well as holiness and happiness. The outward call of God is by the gospel; and this is rendered effectual by the inward working of the Spirit. The belief of the truth brings the sinner to rely on Christ, and so to love and obey him; it is sealed by the Holy Spirit upon his heart. We have no certain proof of any thing having been delivered by the apostles, more than what we find contained in the Holy Scriptures. Let us then stand fast in the doctrines taught by the apostles, and reject all additions, and vain traditions.

Romans 10:13-17

Whoever calls on the name of the Lord 

shall be saved.

Romans 10:13-17

· How shall they call on Him in whom they have not believed?

· How shall they believe in Him of whom they have not heard?

· How shall they hear without a preacher?

· Faith cometh by hearing and hearing by the word of God.







