Important Doctrines and Practices 

Five Important Doctrines 

The Inspiration, Inerrancy, and Sufficiency of Scripture 

The sixty six books of the Old and New Testament are inspired (God-breathed) by God. As such the Bible contains no errors (inerrancy). These sixty six books contain God’s full revelation for our lives. All that God wants us to know about Himself and salvation He has revealed to us in the Bible. The Bible is our only standard for what we believe and what we do. We don’t need to look outside of God’s word for direction for our lives or to find meaning for our lives. Because the Bible is God’s Word it holds absolute authority over our lives and over our Church. (2 Tim. 3:16, 2 Peter 1:20-21, Psalm 19:7-11, Hebrews 4:12) 

The Person and Work of Christ 

Jesus Christ is the fullest revelation of God. He is the brightness of God’s glory. Jesus is the supreme reason for the existence of all things. For the Church, which is the Bride of Christ, there is no more important set of doctrines than those surrounding the person and work of Christ. The deity of Christ and His perfect sacrifice on the cross are doctrines that are absolutely foundational to Christian doctrine. Misunderstanding the deity of Christ or the doctrine of what Christ’s death accomplished undermines the entire Christian faith system. (John 1:1-3, John 6:44, John 8:58, John 14:6, Colossians 1:14-19, Matthew 1:21, Mark 10:45, Revelation 5:9) 

The Sovereignty of God 

Perhaps no other doctrine has such an impact on our day to day lives. The God of the Bible is on His throne actively ruling His universe. From the largest solar system to the minutest molecule God is actively involved in the day to day function of His creation. It has been observed that if there is one maverick molecule in the entire universe then God is not on His throne. Nothing occurs in the lives of believers that has not been ordained by God for their good. Whether you are talking about creation, salvation, or the day to day affairs of our lives, God is intimately involved with and in control of the details of our lives. And He is, through those details, working for His glory which is our good. (Psalm 103:19, Psalm 115:3, Isaiah 46:9-10, Daniel 4:28-37, Ephesians 1:10-11, Romans 8:28, Ephesians 1:4-5, Romans 8:29-30, John 6:37) 

Justification by Faith 

The doctrine of Justification by Faith is at the heart of the Christian Gospel. Martin Luther said that the Church stands or falls on this doctrine. How can a sinner stand before a righteous God? Christ came to Earth and lived a perfect life and offered himself up as a perfect sacrifice in order to provide righteousness for His sheep. The Scriptures are emphatic to state that Christ’s righteousness is imputed (counted or reckoned) only to those who trust in Christ alone. Those who posses Christ’s righteousness stand before God just as righteous as Christ Himself. God is just and the justifier of all who believe in Christ. There is no hope offered for any sinner whose faith does not rest in Christ. Faith in Christ, which is the work of God in the life of a sinner, is an absolutely essential element for eternal salvation. (Acts 13:38-39, Romans 3:21-30, Romans 4:5, Romans 4:16, Romans 4:20-25, Romans 5:1-2, Galatians 2:16, Galatians 3:6-8, Galatians 3:11, Galatians 3:26, Ephesians 2:8-9, John 3:14-18, John 3:36, John 6:40) 

The Glory of God 

In God’s mind and heart nothing is more important than the display of His Glory. God exists so that the beauty of his manifold perfections would be put on display and be adored. God’s ultimate purpose for all that exists is that He would be demonstrated to be the greatest value in the universe. God’s glory is the end of creation and salvation. The fame of God’s name is the purpose of your existence. God’s zeal for His glory to be displayed and desired is the greatest grace and mercy that can be extended to the human race. (1 Chronicles 29:11, Psalm 19:1, Psalm 148:13, Isaiah 42:8, Isaiah 48:11, Romans 11:33-36, Ephesians 3:21, Jude 24-25, Revelation 1:6) 

Five Important Practices 

Ministry of the Word – Preaching 

Without the God-sent ministry of God's Word a Church will die. God’s Word is His means for empowering everything that He’s called the Church to do. Christ and His work are presented to sinners through His Word. Life transformation is wrought by God through the ministry of His Word. Believers are progressively transformed into the image of Christ through the preaching of the Word. God calls sinners to faith and repentance through His Word. The power to live the Christian life is given to us by God through His Word. Without the life-sustaining Word of God a Church will wither and crumble. (Nehemiah 8:5-8, Matthew 24:14, Mark 1:14-15, Acts 5:42, Acts 8:4, Romans 1:15-16, Romans 10:14-17, 1 Corinthians 1:17-18, 1 Corinthians 1:21, 1 Corinthians 2:4-5, 2 Corinthians 3:18, 2 Corinthians 4:5-7, Ephesians 3:8, Ephesians 4:7-12, 2 Thessalonians 2:13-14) 

Baptism and the Lord’s Supper 

Baptism and the Lord’s Supper are the two ordinances which Christ gave to His Church. These ordinances radically remind us of the Christ-centeredness of the Church. In baptism new believers publicly profess and demonstrate through a visible reminder the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ. The Lord’s Supper is a visible and tangible reminder of the infinite worth of the sacrifice of Christ. These ordinances are fundamental to the ongoing witness of the Church. (Matthew 28:19, Acts 2:38, Acts 2:41, Acts 8:36-38, Romans 6:3-4, 1 Peter 3:21, Matthew 26:26-30, Mark 14:22-26, Luke 22:14-20, 1 Corinthians 11:23-34) 

Evangelism/Discipleship 

Christ’s Great Commission is the guiding mission of the Church. Reaching the lost with the Gospel and making disciples of those who respond in faith and repentance is the work that Christ ordained His Bride to perform. In order to spread the Word effectively the truth and centrality of the Gospel must be reclaimed. The perfect work of Christ coupled with the command to repent from sin and turn to Christ in faith must be guarded and proclaimed as the primary function of the Church. When sinners are brought by the Spirit to Christ it is the job of the Church to disciple them in the teachings of Christ and His Word. (Matthew 28:19-20, Acts 1:8, Ephesians 3:7-8, Ephesians 4:11-16, Colossians 1:10, 1 Peter 2:2, 2 Peter 3:18) 

Every Member Ministry 

In His infinite wisdom Christ has designed the Church to function as an organic body, every member supplying elements necessary to the health of the Church. Every member of Christ’s Church is called by Christ into the ministry. While that does not mean that every member of the Church has been called by God to be an elder or deacon it does mean that every member is called by God to take an active role in displaying the Gospel through their words and actions. A Church with one minister or only a handful of ministers is sure to fail. But a vibrant body of believers passionate about the work of the ministry, which is to display Christ to the world, can be used by God to turn the world upside down. (John 15:16, Romans 12:3-8, 1 Corinthians 12:12-16, Ephesians 4:11-16, Colossians 2:19) 

Worship 

The human response to the Glory of God is worship. Worship isn’t just something you do. Worship is what happens when the heart experiences the glory of God. The heart longing for God is the essence of worship. Christ-centered worship is essential to the practice of the Church. Without authentic worship the Church can’t be the Church because Christ’s design for His bride is to magnify His glory through passionate worship. (Nehemiah 8:5-8, Psalm 9:1, Psalm 86:9, Psalm 96:9, Psalm 99:5, Psalm 150:6, Ephesians 5:18-19, Hebrews 13:15, Revelation 15:4) 
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