Predestination and Election
Four Possibilities for Salvation

1. God could have planned to not save any one.

This cannot be true biblically because the Bible teaches that God has planned for, provided for, and determined the salvation of sinners (Romans 8:29-30, Titus 3:5, 2 Timothy 2:9).

2. God could have planned to save every one.

This cannot be true because the Bible teaches that some people will suffer eternal punishment (Matthew 25:46, Revelation 20:10-15)

3. God could have planned to offer salvation to all people.

Although this is the most common view in the evangelical church today, this concept of salvation in insufficient to save sinners. This concept explains election as a process whereby God looked down through time to see who would believe in Him then He chose or elected them. This is inconsistent with scripture in that this view of election is never stated in the scripture. In addition, Psalm 14:2-3 teaches that God did look down through time and saw that no one would believe in Him apart from His interceding in their lives.
This concept is also insufficient for the salvation for sinners in that it portrays salvation as an offer made by God that can be enjoyed if man will turn from their sins in faith towards Christ. The insufficiency lies in the fact that scripture teaches that man is unwilling and unable to come to Christ (John 5:40, John 6:44, Ephesians 2:1-3, 1 Corinthians 2:14).
While this concept seems to make God fair and loving, it actually doesn’t make God loving enough. This concept of salvation says that God sincerely desires the salvation of every human being. But if that was so, why has God not blessed the Gospel to make it to every human being? How about all of the people who lived and died before the New Testament who never knew Christ or of the Jewish system of worship that pointed toward Christ?  How can God desire the salvation of people for whom He has made no provisions for hearing the Gospel?

In this paradigm, God is said to love people so much that He will not violate their free will in order to save them. This thinking is faulty in that it teaches that God is more loving to let me suffer everlasting torment in the lake of fire than He would be to violate my free will. Romans 8:38-39 teaches that there is nothing in existence that can separate God’s people from His love – not even my free will.
4. God could have planned to save a definite number of people.

This is the biblical view of salvation. Matthew 1:21 teaches us that Jesus would most definitely save His people from their sins. Romans 8:29-30 clearly teaches that God predestinated those whom He foreknew to salvation, including all of the graces in salvation which result in glorification. Also, in Ephesians 1:4-5 we are taught that believers were chosen by God before the world was created and that they were predestinated to be adopted as children into the family of God. This concept of salvation is consistent with the teachings of scripture which speak of the children of God being given to Christ before the world began.
