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   Restoring the Biblical Marriage

[image: image1.jpg]


Restoring the Ruins
Focusing on the Family
The Concept of Family
Family relationship is a concept that originates in the Godhead. From eternity the Trinity has related to itself in terms which we have come to understand as familial (family). The trinity has always been expressed as the three in one triune God: God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. Before the universe or mankind existed, God existed in relationship to Himself as Father and Son (2 John 3:1).

Not only has the Godhead existed in family relationship from all eternity (Father and Son), but we are taught in scripture that God the Father chose for His Son a bride (the church) before the foundation of the world (Ephesians 1:4, 5:25). So relationally God relates within Himself as Father and Son in perfect communion with the Holy Spirit while God the Son relates to humanity in terms of a Husband and Wife relationship.
The Bible also reveals that God the Father relates to humanity like He relates to His Son as our Father (Matthew 6:9). God is the doubly the Father of His children through birth (1 John 5:1, John 3:3, 6) and through adoption (Romans 8:15, Ephesians 1:5). So even in the salvation of sinners God relates to His people in terms of family relationships.

God’s Purpose in His Familial Relationships

It is important to keep in mind God’s purpose in all that He is and does. Like the catechism, God exists to glorify God and to enjoy Himself forever. Every sub-purpose of God unites in His ultimate purpose to demonstrate the splendor of His glory. As Paul writes in Romans 11:36, “For of him, and through him, and to him, are all things: to whom be glory forever. Amen.” The banner over which all that God does can be expressed in His words to Isaiah: “For mine own sake, even for mine own sake, will I do it: for how should my name be polluted? and I will not give my glory unto another.” (Isaiah 48:11)
If God does anything for any other purpose than His glory His name would be polluted and He would not have the right to claim His full glory. So in God the Father’s relationship to Jesus as His Son, in Christ’s relationship to His people as their Husband to be, and in our relationship to God as our Father God’s purpose is solely to bring honor and glory to His name so that His beauty and majesty would be displayed throughout the universe.
Created in His Image

At the climax of God’s public revelation of His glory in creation, the Triune God looks inward and says, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness:” (Genesis 1:26). And so God formed out of the earth the first man – Adam who bore God’s image and likeness; not a god but a finite resemblance of God. In the last brush stroke of a perfect creation, God took from Adam a rib and out of it formed Eve – the first woman. And so God institutes marriage giving Eve to Adam saying that the two from that time forward would be “one flesh” (Genesis 2:24). Like all of the other works of creation, God commanded Adam and Eve to “be fruitful and multiply” – parent children (Genesis 1:28). So in the creation of mankind, God transposes the family relationships within the Godhead down onto humanity. Hence God wove His own familial relationships into the very fabric of our being.
God existed as a Father from all eternity, so He commands Adam to father children. God chose a bride for His Son before the foundation of the world, therefore He gives the first created man a bride and creates the institution of marriage – an institution already conceived in the mind of God as a covenantal relationship between His heavenly Son and His spiritual children (His Son’s bride – The Church). 
God’s Purpose in Human Familial Relationships

Just as God’s purpose in His family relationships is to glorify Himself so it is with human family relationships. God’s design in our families is to magnify the brilliance of His glory. Paul demonstrates this in Ephesians when he teaches on family relationships. Paul uses Christ’s relationship to the Church as an example for earthly husbands and wives to follow and then he says something that is highly revealing. Paul quotes the marriage institution from Genesis 2 and then says, “This is a great mystery: but I speak concerning Christ and the church.” (Ephesians 5:32). In essence Paul tells us that all along God has been revealing the glory that shall be in Christ in the marriage of His 
bride through the institution of marriage. We might say in other words that the marriage covenant between a man and a woman is a lens through which we see Christ’s redemptive work towards His bride. And therein do we see how that marriage is meant to glorify God. Marriage points us to Christ and His bride.

But we don’t have to look too far in the scriptures before we see that God’s design in the creation of humanity (as it is in all creation) is His glory. We are told explicitly in Isaiah 43:7 that we were created for God’s glory. So if we were created for God’s glory and our human family relationships are a reflection of the relationships within the Godhead, then we must come to see that our family relationships (whether marital, parental, or otherwise – think of it, if you marry a child of God then you also become related to God as your Father-in-law).
The Fall

In God’s providence and by his design, there arose a great obstacle to God being glorified in earthly family relationships. Adam and Eve plunged humanity into sin causing a curse and ultimately death to cover all mankind. The sin curse has invaded every aspect of humanity including family relationships. Every facet of human relationships has been affected by the consequences of the fall. Today more than half of all marriages end in divorce – even in the Church. Many millions participate in extra marital sexual relationships which mangle the value of a physically intimate marital relationship. Homosexuality has become common place and accepted as a moral alternate lifestyle. Parents have relinquished the raising of their children to the government and day care centers. Fewer and fewer children are growing up with respect for the authority of their parents and other God-ordained authority. No family,even in the Church, is not affected by the aftermath of the fall.
Redemption

Praise God that He did not leave us to ourselves in this terrible condition! God could have simply destroyed humanity on the spot, but even on the heels of the introduction of sin into the world God begins to tell the story of redemption (Genesis 3:15). Although the effects of sin are grievous and mortal, God has prepared a way to redeem creation and His chosen people out of this sin cursed condition. It is our Lord and Savior – Jesus Christ who said that he “makes all things new”!! (Revelation 21:5). Ultimately we are heading to a new heavens and a new earth. Jesus gave His life a sacrifice to redeem our fallen lives and He gives us the Holy Spirit now to prepare us for the New Heavens and New Earth wherein dwells righteousness.
Restoring the Ruins in our Families

Because of the grace and mercy that comes from the cross, as God builds His Kingdom and prepares His bride for His Son, He has given us His Word to teach us what family life is meant to look like lived in the shadow of the cross. How does God’s Word instruct us to order our families? What does it mean for our families to function in a way that glorifies Jesus Christ as they were created to do? How do we go about bringing our family relationships back into conformity with God’s desire? This study will focus on these questions and seek to equip our families in re-seeking the glory of God in all that we do and all that we are.
The Perversion of Love
Mutual Commands of Love

Marriage is given by God as an expression of the relationship between His Son and His Bride – the Church. Marriage is God’s gift to mankind to experience the kind of oneness, warmth, joy, and love that is shared in the covenant of grace between God and His people. The Bible portrays marriage as an unfolding of the mystery of the union between Jesus and the elect. As such, God’s word is clear that husbands and wives are to love one another in a way that displays Christ’s love for His people and His people’s love for Him. 

Paul commands husbands to love their wives “even as Christ also loved the church” and gave Himself sacrificially for her (Ephesians 5:25). Likewise, in the context of Christian living, “aged women” are commanded to teach younger women to love their husbands (Titus 2:4). Not only are husbands and wives commanded to love one another, but true Christianity is defined in one’s life by his/her loving other people (John 13:35, 1st John 4:12).
The Perversion of Love

The true concept of biblical love has been grossly distorted by our sin nature and by the influence of the world. True biblical love is not so much an emotion as it is action. That’s not to say that our emotions shouldn’t be involved in true biblical love, but emotions are not the only thing. When God wanted to express His love toward us, He sent His only begotten Son to die for us on a cross. This displays first and foremost that true love involves sacrifice. True love is not about only feelings. True love is when sincere feelings move us to sincere actions that seek the best interest of the one we love instead of our own. True love is a verb.

Our world and culture have a completely different perspective of love. Love that is not biblical focuses on my feelings without regard to the best interest of the other person. We see this all of the time in romantic, even marital, relationships. When one party no longer feels like they are getting anything out of the relationship, then they pull out with the feelings and needs of the second party becoming secondary to their own. How many marriages have ended because the “feelings” that the couple began with some how died out?

That’s because a non biblical view of love says that love is how I feel about the other person. When “my needs aren’t being met” then the feeling of love vanishes. The world’s view of love isn’t really love. It’s lust. Love is more about my desires and feelings than it is a deep and warm affection that drives me to seek my spouse’s good even if it mean’s personal sacrifice.

Hollywood and the romance novel are some of the greatest culprits in shaping our false views on love. These conspirators paint false realities of people who don’t exist living in utopias that don’t exist. These fictional characters lead extraordinary lives with relationships that appear problem free and always romantic if not erotic. Hollywood had defined for us what “true love” should look like: The world’s most handsome man and most beautiful woman living an exotic existence. No bills, no hard times, just wonderful lovey-dovey happy days.
In our own experiences we know that meeting a potential spouse can be a very unique time. Our hearts and minds experience firework like emotions. Falling in love feels like a constant rush of adrenaline. Two people take these ecstatic biological feelings that they are having and they interpret them as love because that’s what love looks like in the movies. The problem with marriage, as Tim Keller says, is that eventually the two people start acting like themselves. Over time the fireworks fade. Everyday reality sets in. Suddenly Mr. Fabio starts to look and act more like Homer Simpson.
People who have practiced biblical love know that the feelings of ecstasy that accompany “falling in love” are not the feelings that will be common over the next fifty years. Yes, there will be times of intense romance, but real biblical love is more like a steady stream than a rushing waterfall. Biblical love in a relationship becomes a more mature less spontaneous affection for your spouse that grows into a deep sense of contentment.

Biblical Love

The Bible does not leave us in suspense wondering what true sacrificial love looks like. The Apostle Paul defines love for us in no uncertain terms in his first letter to the Church at Corinth:
Charity suffereth long, and is kind; charity envieth not; charity vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up, (5) Doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked, thinketh no evil; (6) Rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth; (7) Beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all things. (8) Charity never faileth: but whether there be prophecies, they shall fail; whether there be tongues, they shall cease; whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish away. (1 Corinthians 13:4-8)

The word Charity refers to a love that in warm affections seeks the good of the receiver rather than the giver. In essence, this kind of love is a warm regard that sacrifices itself for the good of the other. The perfect picture is God so loving the world that He gave His most prized possession – His Son, not regarding His own comfort or selfish desires, as a sacrifice to bring us into fellowship with the Holy God. So, Paul demonstrates that we should love sacrificially. Notice in Paul’s description of Charity how that you can substitute “Christ” in every place that “charity” is used: Jesus suffereth long, Jesus is kind, Jesus envieth not, Jesus vaunteth not himself, Jesus is not puffed up, Jesus doth not behave himself unseemly, Jesus seeketh not his own, Jesus is not easily provoked, Jesus thinketh no evil, Jesus rejoiceth not in iniquity, Jesus rejoiceth in the truth, Jesus beareth all things, Jesus believeth all things, Jesus hopeth all things, Jesus endureth all things, Jesus never faileth!
At this point, I think we have to ask the question, “How can I love like this?” How can we love like this, in a way that sacrifices my desires and puts the good of my husband or wife before my own? How can I turn the other cheek and keep loving my spouse when they’ve hurt me? How can I just keep giving and giving when all my spouse does is take? How can I love my spouse sacrificially when they don’t love me sacrificially? And finally, isn’t it unreasonable to even think like this?
The answer? The only way we will ever be able to love a person that wakes up with bad breath in the morning and doesn’t always see things my way is to be satisfied in the superior love of Jesus Christ. The only way I can truly love someone else sacrificially is if I see that all of my needs have been met in Christ’s love for me. When I rest in Christ as my sufficiency for all my needs (affection, companionship, acceptance, self-worth, etc.) then I am free to pour out all of my emotional resources in loving someone else who loves me imperfectly. I can love a less than perfect spouse precisely because Christ has loved me perfectly.
Only a heart fully satisfied with the love of Christ can love give its all to a person that can never respond in perfect gratefulness. But think of it. What condition would you be in if God’s love for you was contingent on your response of gratefulness? 

David, the palmist King, gives us the key to the all satisfying love of Christ which will free us up to passionately love a sinner spouse with abandon: “Because thy lovingkindness is better than life…my soul shall be satisfied…” (Psalms 63:3-5). When by God’s grace we are brought to realize that God’s loving-kindness for us (In Christ) is better than anything that life can offer, even life itself, then we will be free to love like Christ in a way that magnifies His glory. And our marriages will begin to be restored to what God designed them to be.
The Perversion of the Marriage Covenant
The Marriage Covenant

Marriage between a man and a woman is a parable which tells the story of the greater reality of an everlasting covenant between God and mankind. This eternal covenant is the guarantee of God’s everlasting love toward man which is can never be broken. God’s faithfulness is the sheet anchor which ensures this covenant can never be broken.

Like entrancing poetry or alluring music, marriage proclaims beautiful truths about God and His relationship to His bride – the elect. A marriage covenant between a man and woman tells the story of God’s love for His bride and His unswerving faithfulness in His oath to love and cherish her. The Apostle Paul teaches this principle when, in his letter to the “faithful in Christ Jesus”, he quotes the passage which consummates the institution of marriage (Genesis 2:24) and then says, “This is a great mystery: but I speak concerning Christ and the church.” (Ephesians 5:32)
Not only does the marriage covenant display the greater truth of Christ’s love for His bride, but it also tells us of His desire to be one with her (“and they shall be one flesh”) – a theme which runs throughout the tapestry of the history of redemption (Genesis 2:24, John 17:21-24, Ephesians 2:13-16, Ephesians 4:16-17, Ephesians 5:31-32). 

In that marriage has been created to demonstrate the love story between the Son of God and His elect daughter – the Church – God places a high value on this institution and so should we.

Broken Promises

The sad truth is that sin has marred this beautiful institution and in so doing has lied about God. Satan’s greatest pleasure comes through telling lies about God. We need look no further than the Garden of Eden to see this point. Satan delights to rob God of the display of His glory through slandering Him and things (like marriage) which are meant to showcase the splendor of the Godhead.

In our day there is hardly a family to be found that has not somehow been touched by the devastating effects of broken marriages. Sin has robbed mankind of the joy of experiencing the blessing of the kinds of marriages which show forth the relationship of His Son and His Church. Divorce rates have skyrocketed with the professing Church often leading the way. Everywhere we turn the pain of failed marriages haunts former spouses and their children.
Marriage – Meant To Be Forever
As a reflection of His faithfulness to His covenant with His children, God intended the institution of marriage to be a covenant between a man and woman that would never be broken. How far have we fallen from God’s perfect design!
Marriages come cheap these days. You can even get one fast food style at a drive through window in Las Vegas. That is unless you prefer Elvis to perform your ceremony at the Elvis Wedding Chapel. 
The modern dating lie has trained us to approach relationships as taste-test consumers trying out different flavors (dates) and then dumping the ones you don’t like. This perversion has spilled over into our culture’s concept of marriage. If I don’t like this wife/husband, I’ll get rid of this one and go get another one. Hence when a marriage sails through rough waters, the marriage vows (covenant stipulations) are the first things to get thrown overboard. When a party in a marriage breaks the vows they made before God, they dishonor God by telling lies about Him. A broken marriage casts doubt on a faithful and loving God.

In Jesus’ day His adversaries approached Him constantly with the unanswerable questions of their time attempting to disgrace Him and find fault in Him. Amazingly Jesus always answered their “unanswerable questions” by revealing that they were in fact asking the wrong question.

In the nineteenth chapter of Matthew (also recorded in Mark and Luke’s gospels) the Pharisees approached Jesus with a controversial question on differing interpretations of Deuteronomy 24:1-2. They asked Jesus if it was lawful (according to Moses’ Law) for a man to put away (divorce) his wife for every cause (any cause). 
This question drove to the heart of the controversy over Deuteronomy 24:1-2. One interpretation of Deuteronomy 24:1 gave husbands the legal right to give their wives a writing of divorce if they were discovered to have committed adultery. 
The second, more liberal, interpretation gave husbands the right to divorce their wives for any cause whatsoever. The second, errant, interpretation led to a plague of broken marriage covenants for little or no reason.
The Pharisees wanted to get Jesus’ opinion on this debate. Jesus reveals the legalistic motives of the Pharisees by initially ignoring their question. Jesus replied with quoting the marriage institution passage from Genesis 2 and then concluding with a strong command: “What God hath joined together, let not man put asunder.” (Matthew 19:6)
In essence Jesus is saying, “You’re missing the point! You shouldn’t try to figure out every little nuance of the law and loopholes for breaking it! Marriages are meant to display My relationship with My bride. Therefore you shouldn’t try to put asunder what God has created as a means of demonstrating His faithfulness and His love toward His covenant people!”
Two colossal misunderstandings have come out of failing to understand this passage in its historical context. The first misinterpretation is that Jesus is teaching that adultery is the only grounds for a biblical divorce. This interpretation fails to take into account the historical debate over Deuteronomy 24. Additionally, this interpretation contradicts the Old Testament laws concerning divorce which are ratified by Paul in his first letter to the Corinthians. How can Paul and Jesus contradict one another? 

It is easy to see that there is no contradiction if you understand that Jesus is not giving a comprehensive teaching on biblical marriage and divorce but rather is addressing the specific debate that centered on the two interpretations of Deuteronomy 24. Jesus is not negating the divorce allowances in Exodus 2, He’s only responding to the Deuteronomy 24:1 debate. Basically Jesus is siding with the more conservative interpretation of Deuteronomy 24 saying that a husband does not have the right to put his wife away for any cause whatsoever, but that He does have the right to divorce her for uncleanness (presumably sexual uncleanness).
The second misunderstanding commonly associated with this passage is that Christ’s words: “What God hath joined together, let not man put asunder.” teach that once marriage vows are made, in God’s eyes that covenant can only be broken by death. In other words, this misinterpretation says that no matter what the two parties of the original marriage do (divorce, remarry, separate, etc.) they will always be married in God’s eyes, and any remarriage of either party would be adultery. This comes from misunderstanding what Jesus said. Jesus did not say that it is impossible to put asunder what God has put together (marriage). Jesus said that what God has joined together should not be put asunder. Do you see the difference? Jesus’ teaching does not imply that marriage is forever no matter what. His teaching does however imply that marriage should last forever (forever = the end of our lives here on earth Matthew 22:30).
Under What Conditions Does the Bible Allow Divorce?
It is important to remember that God hates divorce. (Malachi 2:14-16) He hates it because it does not accurately depict His character. We must always remember that the breaking of the marriage covenant is sinful because it violates the revealed will of God and His purpose for marriage. While God hates divorce and it is sinful, the Bible is not silent on when parties in a broken marriage are free from the requirements of marriage vows.

We’ve already taken a brief look at Deuteronomy 24:1-2 which gives the party in the marriage who is the victim of adultery the legal right to put away the offending party and give the offending party a bill of divorce allowing both parties to be remarried.
In Exodus 21 we are given another standard in addition to Deuteronomy 24 regulating marriage and divorce.

If she please not her master, who hath betrothed her to himself, then shall he let her be redeemed: to sell her unto a strange nation he shall have no power, seeing he hath dealt deceitfully with her.  (9)  And if he have betrothed her unto his son, he shall deal with her after the manner of daughters.  (10)  If he take him another wife; her food, her raiment, and her duty of marriage, shall he not diminish.  (11)  And if he do not these three unto her, then shall she go out free without money. (Exodus 21:8-11) 

Here in Exodus 21 we see the laws regarding a man who has a slave who he takes for a wife. This law provided that if the master married another woman then he must not decrease his material (food, raiment, housing, etc.) support or his marital duties (meaning primarily sexual relations but including other acts of emotional and physical love) towards his first wife even though she began in his house as a slave. 
The passage goes on to teach that if the husband does not provide for the wife in these areas then the wife is allowed to go out (be divorced) free (to marry whoever she wishes). The language in Exodus 21 closely resembles the legal wording in all Jewish writings of divorce: “She is free to marry anyone she chooses.”
So then we see the principles which are established by God as the things that husbands and wives owe one another in a marriage covenant. These covenant stipulations are in fact the very things that God has promised His bride. Let’s look at these requirements a little more closely.
First of all we are required to be faithful to our spouses. The benefits of marriage (physical and emotional intimacy) are to be enjoyed only within the parameters of marriage and between the husband and wife exclusively.

Secondly husbands and wives are required to provide for one another’s needs. Husbands are required to be providers and protectors while wives are commanded to meet the needs of their husbands particularly as helpers to their husbands. 
Thirdly husbands and wives are to fulfill their marital duties to one another. Specifically husbands and wives are to provide one another the physical and emotional intimacy that God has designed a healthy sexual relationship between married couples to provide. This does not only mean sexual intercourse. Husbands and wives should freely give all types of physical and emotional affection to their spouses.

While the Bible certainly values marriage with the highest premium, victim’s rights are not overlooked when one party of the marriage repeated violates the marriage covenant with its stipulations. When the offending party is incurably unfaithful to his/her spouse or will not provide the necessary material support or physical intimacy, then the victim in the marriage is given the right to be granted a bill of divorcement from the offending party, leaving the victim to be remarried.
This right is not to be abused. The legal termination of a marriage covenant is the last resort when all other options have failed and all attempts to restore and heal the marriage have been broken. God does not allow divorces for any cause but does not neglect the needs of victims whose spouses have already broken the marriage covenant and will not repent.

These principles cover cases such as extreme neglect or abuse. A man who physically abuses his wife cannot be deemed to be providing her with the material and emotional support required in Exodus 21. The Bible does not require women (or men) to live in a relationship as a victim where a spouse has broken the marriage covenant through violence.

Of course these principles always need to be applied in light of all other scriptures and with applied reason. Many committed couples experience periods of their life when one of the spouses is not able to meet these marital obligations. For instance, one partner may become involved in an accident leaving him/her a quadriplegic and therefore unable to fulfill his/her duties of sexual relations to their spouse. Cases like this do not give the other spouse the right to leave their injured partner because of neglect. The couple must find additional ways to show their affection to one another. Likewise, a working man could become physically disabled in some way leaving him unable to support his wife financially. This isn’t a case of willful neglect or abuse but a situation that has arisen out of unavoidable circumstances. In such cases spouses should remain faithful to their life-partner. This is why in most traditional marriage vows we promise to fulfill our commitments to our spouses “in sickness and in health” and “for better or for worse.”

Rocky seasons in a marriage are not grounds for divorce. Every marriage will experience for better and for worse. Every attempt must be made to reconcile spouses who are having marital trouble. Repentance and restoration must be sought diligently. There is healing for every broken marriage in Christ if repentance will be sought. 

The Church must stand beside victims on both sides of shattered marriages and point them to the balm of Gilead which can be found in Christ.
In Summary

The covenant of marriage should be regarded highly because it is God’s way of showing to the world just how marvelous the covenant is which He has established with His people. Marriage between a man and a woman is designed to reflect the love and faithfulness of Christ to His bride and her love and commitment to Him.

The covenant of marriage should never be entered into lightly. God’s design for marriage is that it would last for the duration of the lives of the spouses. Christ adamantly commanded for men not to put asunder what God has joined together. (Matthew 19:6) The breach of marriage vows is a great sin because it tarnishes the name of God and lies about His character and the nature of His love and faithfulness to His covenant people.

God hates divorce! (Malachi 2:16) From the beginning God created man and woman to be one flesh. Divorce is the opposite of God’s intention for the institution. Although God hates divorce (He Himself divorced the Nation of Israel for her chronic unfaithfulness – Jeremiah 3:6-8). In the Bible a Bill or Writing of Divorce was a legal document allowing the injured party (the victim) of the broken marriage to remarry.
Under limited circumstances (not for any arbitrary reason) God has given victims of broken marriage vows relief from the marriage contract. That is, under certain circumstances if the guilty spouse will not repent of continually defaulting on his/her end of the marriage covenant stipulations then God does not require the victim in the breach to remain faithful to the broken covenant.

These regulations are spelled out in the Old Testament passages of Deuteronomy 24:1-2 and Exodus 21:8-11. It is important to remember that Jesus came teaching that He did not come to do away with the law but to fulfill it. These Old Testament passages gave relief to husbands/wives whose spouse would not 1. Remain faithful, 2. Provide necessary material support, or 3. Perform the duties of marriage (physical and emotional intimacy).
In instances such as the ones named above, divorce isn’t the quick, easy answer. Divorce is the last resort when all other options have failed and all efforts to bring the offending party to repentance and to bring restoration to the marriage have been exhausted.
The Perversion of the Gift of Sex
The Blessing of God

Sex – The Gift of God

Genesis 1:26-28 He blessed them

Genesis 2:24 They shall be one flesh

Sexuality – A lens through which we can interpret pleasure
Genesis 4:1 And Adam knew Eve his wife; and she conceived, and bore Cain, and said, I have gotten a man from the LORD.

Matthew 1:24-25  Then Joseph being raised from sleep did as the angel of the Lord had bidden him, and took unto him his wife:  (25)  And knew her not till she had brought forth her firstborn son: and he called his name JESUS.

Hosea 2:19-20 And I will betroth thee unto me forever; yea, I will betroth thee unto me in righteousness, and in judgment, and in lovingkindness, and in mercies.  (20)  I will even betroth thee unto me in faithfulness: and thou shalt know the LORD.

John 17:3 And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.

John 17:20-24

Revelation 19 The Marriage Supper of the Lamb

The lies of Satan (the garden) Pastors’ failures
adultery, fornication, illicit fantasies, masturbation, pornography, homosexual behavior, rape, sexual child abuse, bestiality, exhibitionism, etc.
Romans 1:21-28
Sexual Immorality – a heart matter (Matthew 5:27-28)

1 Peter 2:11 Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts, which war against the soul;

1st Thess 4:3-5
1 Corinthians 6:18-20
The Perversion of Biblical Manhood
Biblical Manhood and Marriage

Our world and culture have distorted the biblical portrayal of masculinity. God created man in order to give a finite demonstration of God’s strength and His predisposition to provide for and protect His own. All around us (even at times in the Church) we see fallen representations of what God designed. One of the greatest calamities in our day is a generation of spiritually weak husbands and fathers who do not spiritually provide for and protect the families that God has entrusted to their care.
As I write this I am praying that men who read would be convicted and gripped with a holy desire to be the kind of leaders that lovingly lead their families to Christ as their top priority. With the same fervency I am praying for women who would desire a husband who is on fire for Christ and be willing to follow that man as they journey together as heirs together of the grace of life.

In his letter to the Ephesians, Paul illustrates for us men who lead like this and women who follow. Before you read further let me ask you a question: Are you really willing to lay your life down and live it God’s way? God has given us His plans for His best in His Word. The true question is: Who knows what’s better for you – you or God? The way we enjoy God’s best is to forsake the world’s way of doing things and passionately pursue Christ in His Word by obeying it.
Humble Headship

One of the areas where biblical manhood has been most eroded is headship. Headship is a position within a relationship (i.e. marriage, Church, civil government, etc) which God has placed inherent authority. Headship is a position, under which God has placed subordinates (Husband/Wife, Parents/Children, Church Congregation/Church Member). When God establishes a position of headship, He grants authority to the head over those who are under the headship of that person or entity.
The clearest example of headship authority and the responsibility of those under His authority is Christ and the Church.

Colossians 1:18 And he [Christ] is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence.

Ephesians 1:22 And hath put all things under his [Christ] feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the church,

God has established His Son, Jesus Christ as the Head over the Church which is Christ’s bride. This means that Christ is the authority over her and that He is responsible for her well being and growth in Him. This also means that the Church is responsible to obey and follow Christ and His desires. To be sure, His Son and the Church are both very valuable to God. However in their relationship only one can be the head. There cannot be two heads leading the body. Although they both possess unspeakable value, no believer would propose that Christ and His Church are equal in authority over one another.
Just as Christ has been given authority over the Church, husbands have been given authority over their wives.
Ephesians 5:23 For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church:
Husbands have been established by God as the head or authority over their family. This means that God has made the husband responsible for the natural and spiritual protection and provision of their families. The husband is the first to give God an answer for the well being of his family. The head is the one whom God holds most responsible for the state of his wife and children.
It must be emphatically stated that headship in God’s design is in no way intended to be interpreted as an oppressive dictatorship. A husband or father is not the “master” of his family. And his wife is not his slave nor are his children. Paul, in a matter of fact way, teaches Christian men to love and treat their wives as good as they do their own selves (Ephesians 5:28).

We must also recognize that headship does not mean that God values men over women. A structure of authority is not indicative of God valuing men over women. Authority is simply a reflection of the fact that God is a God of order. Loving leadership is a means God employs in relationships to accomplish the goals for which He designed the relationship. Perhaps you’ve been involved in a project or maybe even a job where it seemed like there were “too many Chiefs and not enough Indians.” In such situations the project or common goal becomes much more difficult to achieve because you have too many people trying to exert their influence and lead in directions which are not complementary to others in the group. This leads to frustration and anxiety.
So it is in marriage. God has ordained husbands to be humble heads that would lovingly lead their little flock (their family). The husband is the person that God looks to and entrusts a family to in order that the family unit would reach the goal for which God designed it.
The Requirements of Headship
The ordination by God of a man to a position of headship comes with incredible responsibility. Paul says that to be a head like Christ requires that a husband love like Christ.
Ephesians 5:25 Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it;
Although our Savior is the supremely exalted ruler of the universe he does not lead his bride with and iron fist. Quite the opposite, Christ’s leadership is a servant-leadership.
Mark 10:45 For even the Son of man came not to be ministered unto [be served], but to minister [serve], and to give his life a ransom for many.
We see clearly in Christ what is required of husbands: Namely that they love their wives sacrificially as servants. This is how Christ loved His bride. In the process of becoming one with His bride, Christ did not come as our dictator requiring our obedience at the threat of His wrath. He came and loved His wife by delivering her from the perilous danger she was in and providing her everything she needed for her ultimate well being, even when this required of Him laying down the ultimate sacrifice – His life! 
Even so, a Christian husband’s attitude toward his wife should not be that God gave her to him so that she could wait on his every need. But a husband’s attitude should be that God entrusted his wife to him and requires that he be her servant, serving her as her earthly means of protection and provision as well as a spiritual means through which God supplies her spiritual needs.

The Goal of Christ-like Headship

Christ’s salvific activity toward His bride is greatly revealing for husbands who want to understand God’s plan for the leadership of their family. Christ’s sacrificial love has a very specific goal.
Ephesians 5:25-27 Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it; That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish.
Christ’s role in His relationship toward His bride is one of working toward her holiness and her becoming more and more like Him and one with Him (sanctification). Here God’s design for a husband is revealed. It is the job (I should say privilege) of a husband to serve his wife in working toward her becoming more like Christ. His wife’s growth in Christ growth is a husband’s greatest responsibility before God. A Godly husband sacrificially invests his time, energy, and self to see that his wife is constantly falling more and more in love with Jesus and is becoming increasingly more like Him.
Christ accomplishes this goal in two ways that are mentioned in Ephesians:

Ephesians 5:29 For no man ever yet hated his own flesh; but nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as the Lord the church:
Christ employs these two means as ways of more and more uniting His bride with Himself. Let’s take a closer look at what it means to nourish and cherish your wife.
Nourishing our Brides
In Ephesians 5:29 the concept of “nourish” means to bring up to maturity. In our context maturity is analogous to being like Christ or being one with Christ. So to nourish means that a person provides the things necessary for another person to grow up into maturity (maturity here is not to be understood as intellectual or emotional but spiritual.). This concept does not imply that wives are by nature spiritually immature. It simply recognizes that spiritual maturity is a lifelong process for every Christian and that husbands are a means ordained by God to bring their families to this point. There are many things a wife needs to be nourished in this way. Chiefly, God has given His Word as the primary tool for husbands/fathers to use in the spiritual growth of their family.
Ephesians 5:26 That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, 
Christ sanctifies His family with the Word of God. The Word of God is God’s way for conforming us to the image of Christ (2 Corinthians 3:18). Husbands, as the leaders of their families, are required by God to wash their families with the Word of God. This means that husbands must be diligent to constantly expose their wives and children to God’s Word.
One of the most important ways that husbands should consistently expose their families to God’s Word is to see that their wives and/or children are frequently under the public preaching of the Gospel. It is impossible to underestimate the power of the preached Word. Paul describes it as the “power of God unto salvation” (Romans 1:16). The family leader should be diligent to have his family under the preaching of the Word.
It would be a colossal mistake for a family leader to think that his family only needs to hear God’s Word at Church. Every husband should be personally feeding the Word to his family on a daily basis. This can be done through family devotions where the husband reads and/or explains God’s Word to his family. Husbands should read the Word together with their wives and also encourage and facilitate his wife’s personal time in the Word.

If a husband is faithful to place his wife and family under the preaching of the Word and he personally ministers the Word to his family at home, he will fail if he is not himself saturated and gripped with God’s Word. One of the greatest things a husband can do for his wife’s relationship with Christ is to be permeated with Christ himself. Our wives and families need a leader who is consumed with the glory of our Savior. Our families are desperate for humble men whose hearts are radically enflamed with the awesomeness of Christ. When a husband has a relationship like this with Christ it will be contagious. How in the world could we hope our wives would grow in Christ if we are not passionate about Him?
Cherishing our Wives
The second way that Christ uses to make His bride more like Himself is by “cherishing” her. Cherishing is a word that simply means to give warmth. Christ cherishes His bride by giving her the warmth of His presence. His nearness to her gives her a warmth which provides the security needed to grow in Him. Likewise a wife needs the security that comes from a husband who gives her himself. This warmth meets a woman’s physical, emotional, and spiritual needs in a way that provides a setting and atmosphere which is conducive to the wife’s spiritual maturing. A man must be on fire for Christ to give his wife the right kind of warmth necessary to point her to Christ and result in her life a gravitational pull that brings her closer to her Savior.
Christian women are dying to follow, respect, and submit to men like this. This is where it all starts. Every Christian man must realize that we have fallen short of God’s perfect design for a husband’s role toward his wife and ask God’s forgiveness. Then we must recognize that we can’t love like Christ in our own power and we are absolutely dependant on Christ ourselves to love our wives like this.
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