Sovereign Election
Who will be saved? What is God’s purpose in Salvation? Who has God purposed to save?

The Bible is very clear in its teaching that before the world began, God chose who would be saved.

(Ephesians 1:4-6)

According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in love: Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will, To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved. 

In this verse, Paul is speaking to the saints at Ephesus and to the faithful in Christ (which includes all believers in Christ {see Ephesians 1:1}). Paul says that God has chosen us (all believers in Christ) before the world began. What has He chosen us to? He chose us to stand before Him holy and without blame (without sin). In His sovereign choice of His people, He predestined them “unto the adoption of children.” In other words, He determined before that those whom He chose would be adopted into His family. This choice of God was not according to our works but “according to the good pleasure of His will.”
(Romans 8:28-30)

And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose. For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified. 

In Romans 8:28 Paul states that all things are being governed by God for the good of His people and the glory of His Name (which for the Christian are not two different things, but one and the same). Paul describes His children here as loving God and being called by Him. Paul then goes on to explain how that we can be assured that all things are working together for our good. Ultimately we know that God is at work in our lives and in our circumstances to bring us to glory (His presence). Tracing backwards, Paul says that those who will be glorified are those that God justified. The ones that God justified are the ones that He called (the same description of His children from verse 28). The ones who God called are the ones that He predestinated to be conformed to the image of His Son. Finally the ones that He predestinated are the ones that He “foreknew.” In summary, this passage clearly teaches that God foreknew a certain people and these are the ones that He predestinated unto glory.
(Romans 9:11)


 (For the children being not yet born, neither having done any good or evil, that the purpose of God according to election might stand, not of works, but of him that calleth;) 

Romans chapter nine contains one of the most comprehensive declarations and defenses of the doctrine of Sovereign Election. In this portion of scripture (chapters 9-11) Paul is dealing with the question of who are the true children of God. The great problem is that God’s nationally chosen people (Israel - a spiritual type of the elect of God) are not “saved” which is made evident by their failure to trust in Christ for salvation. Paul’s explanation for the failure of some natural Israelites to believe in Christ is due to the fact that not all natural Israelites are true spiritual Israelites (true chosen children of God), see Romans 9:6. Paul goes on to teach that the true chosen children of God are those that believe in Christ and call on Him, see Romans chapter 10. Paul then gives an historical example of His sovereign choice of Jacob (later renamed Israel) over Esau. This example is given as an explanation of God’s sovereign choice of His people. Paul is clear that God’s choice of His spiritual people (Jacob/Israel) was not according to their works, but according to the purpose of Him that calleth.
(1 Thessalonians 1:4-6)

Knowing, brethren beloved, your election of God. For our gospel came not unto you in word only, but also in power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in much assurance; as ye know what manner of men we were among you for your sake. And ye became followers of us, and of the Lord, having received the word in much affliction, with joy of the Holy Ghost: 
In this passage Paul says that he knew that the Thessalonians where chosen by God (your election of God – the subject of the verb is passive) because they believed and obeyed the Gospel becoming followers of the Lord.
(2 Thessalonians 2:13)

But we are bound to give thanks always to God for you, brethren beloved of the Lord, because God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth: 
In his second letter to the Thessalonians, Paul tells them that they had been chosen to salvation before the world began.
(Acts 13:48-49)

And when the Gentiles heard this, they were glad, and glorified the word of the Lord: and as many as were ordained to eternal life believed. And the word of the Lord was published throughout all the region. 

In Acts 13 we see Paul preaching the Gospel to Jews and Gentiles at Antioch. In this instance, the Jews rejected the Gospel and the Gentiles (non-Jews) received the Gospel, believing in Jesus. Under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, Luke records that those who believed the Gospel were those that had been ordained to eternal life. Luke goes so far as to say that “as many as” (not one more or one less) had been ordained to eternal life believed.

Alternate erroneous view of Sovereign Election
There is no way to escape the Bible’s teaching that has elected some to salvation. Some people will actually choose to completely ignore this teaching. However, most honest questions admit that the Bible teaches that God has chosen who would be saved. The problem arises in how they explain the doctrine of election. Here’s what they say.
Before God created the world, He looked down through the annals of time and saw the people that would believe in Him. Then, they say, that God chose them based on His foreseeing their faith. This way, they still maintain that man’s free will is left intact. What’s the problem with this interpretation of election?

1. This concept is never stated in the scriptures. The Bible never says that God chose us based on our foreseen faith. Believers of this error use the phrase, “Elect according to the foreknowledge of God” in 1st Peter 1:2 to defend their position. But if you look closely, 1st Peter 1:2 does not say that God chose us in accordance with His foreknowledge of our faith. He simply chose us in accordance with His foreknowledge. Romans 8:29 forever sets the record straight when Paul says “For whom he did foreknow he also did predestinate…” Look at it again: “For whom he did foreknow.” God’s predestinating us to glory was not based on what He foreknew but whom He foreknew. In other words God did not choose to save us because He knew something about us (our future faith in Him), but He chose to save us because He knew us (viewed us in Christ) before the world began.
God could not have elected us based on His foreseeing our faith because the scripture clearly states that he chose us without consideration of our having done any good or evil, that the purpose of God according to election might stand, not of [our] works, but [according to the purpose] of him that calleth (Romans 9:11). In addition, Ephesians 1:4-5 teaches us that God chose us and predestinated us “according to the good pleasure of his will.” If God chose us according to the good pleasure of His will, then He could not have chosen us based on the knowledge that one day we would believe in Him.

2. God did look down through time. The problem is that when He did not see people who would choose Him, but He saw people who rejected Him. Here’s what God saw: 

(Psalms 14:2-3)

The LORD looked down from heaven upon the children of men, to see if there were any that did understand, and seek God. They are all gone aside, they are all together become filthy: there is none that doeth good, no, not one. 

Therefore if God chose to look down through time and then decide whom to elect based on their choosing Him, no one would be saved because when He did look down from Heaven, He only saw a people who did not seek God.

Additionally, in the scriptures our faith (our trusting in God) is considered to be the “work of God” (John 6:29, Ephesians 2:8, Philippians 1:29, 2nd Thessalonians 1:11). Therefore, if God chose to look down and choose to elect those whom He foresaw believing in Him, then in essence He was looking down and electing those whom He would give faith. Hence, in the end, it was still ultimately God who made the final decision. No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him: and I will raise him up at the last day. 

(John 6:44)

3. Finally, if God chose us based on His foreseeing our believing in Him, then ultimately we are saved by what we did instead of by grace. The scriptures emphatically state that we are not saved based on something we do but based on God’s grace (something we don’t deserve and can’t earn).
(2 Timothy 1:9)

Who hath saved us, and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to his own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began, 
(Titus 3:5)
Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost; 

If the basis of our salvation ultimately hangs on our decision of faith, then our salvation is based on our works and not on God’s grace alone
