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The Sovereignty of God and Human Responsibility

Definitions

Responsibility - 
The state or fact of being responsible

Responsible - 

Able to make moral or rational decisions on one's own and therefore accountable 


for one's behavior
Guilt - 


The fact of being responsible for the commission of an offense

Mankind is responsible for his sins

Romans 3:19 Now we know that what things soever the law saith, it saith to them who are under the law: that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God

2nd Corinthians 5:10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one

may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or

bad. 
Romans 9:17-20 For who hath resisted his will?
.
Mankind is responsible to obey God

Philippians 2:12-13 Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling. For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure.
Hebrews 5:9 And being made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him; 

Mankind is responsible to repent of their sins and believe in Christ
Faith and Repentance are the gift of God and cannot be done without the enablement of the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 2:8, John 6:29, 6:44, Acts 11:18, Romans 2:4 )
Acts 17:30-31 … but now commandeth all men every where to repent: Because he hath appointed a day, in the which he will judge the world in righteousness by that man whom he hath ordained; 
2 Thessalonians 1:7-9 And to you who are troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels, In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ: Who shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power; 







“In the beginning God…” (Genesis 1:1)
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In what does the sinner's freedom consist? This question is naturally suggested by what we have just said above. The sinner is free in the sense of being unforced from without.' The sinner is never forced to sin. But the sinner is not free to do either good or evil, because an evil heart within is ever inclining him toward sin. Let us illustrate what we have in mind. I hold in my hand a book. I release it; what happens! It falls. In which direction? Downwards, always downwards. Why? Because, answering the law of gravity, its own weight sinks it. Suppose I desire the book to occupy a position three feet higher, then what? I must lift it; a power outside of the book must raise it. Such is the relationship which fallen man sustains toward God. While Divine power upholds him, he is preserved from plunging still deeper into sin; let the power be withdrawn, and he falls--his own weight (of sin) drags him down. God does not push him down, any more than I did the book. Let all Divine restraint be removed, and every man is capable of becoming, would become, a Cain, a Pharaoh, a Judas. How then is the sinner to move heavenwards? By an act of his own will? Not so. A power outside of himself must grasp hold of him and lift him every inch of the way. The sinner is free, but free in one direction only--free to fall, free to sin. As the Word expresses it: "Far when ye were the servants of sin, ye were free from righteousness" (Rom. 6: 20). The sinner is free to do as he pleases, always as he pleases (except as he is restrained by God), but his pleasure is to sin. A. W. Pink The Sovereignty of God pp 100-101

Psalms 76:10 Surely the wrath of man shall praise thee: the remainder of wrath shalt thou restrain.
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