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The Sovereignty of God and Evil
Definitions

Predestinate - 
To predetermine or foreordain; to appoint or ordain beforehand by an unchangeable 


purpose.
Ordain -  
to appoint, decree, specify: - declare, determine, or limit.
Decree - 
predetermined purpose of God; the purpose or determination of an immutable Being, 


whose 
plan of operations is, like himself, unchangeable.
Sin -

to miss the mark (Romans 3:23), to miss or wander from the path of uprightness and 


honour, to do or go wrong
Evil - 

1. Morally bad or wrong; wicked: an evil tyrant. 2. Causing ruin, injury, or pain; harmful:

Seven Affirmations
1. God is Holy. (John 1:5)
2. God is Righteous in all His acts. (Psalm 145:17)
3. God is omniscient. (Psalm 147:5, Proverbs 15:3)
4. God is omnipotent. (Revelation 19:6, Jeremiah 32:17)
5. Every event in History has been ordained by God. (Isaiah 46:10, Ezekiel 12:25)
6. God’s Providence rules over everything. (Ephesians 1:11, Romans 8:28)
7. God’s ultimate purpose in everything that He ordains, creates, does, rules over, and brings to pass is to display His glory. (Psalm 19:1, Ephesians 1:5-6, 11-12, 3:10-11, Romans 9:17)
Five Examples

1. The Crucifixion (Acts 4:24-28, Acts 2:23)
· Not only the death of Christ but also the acts of the wicked men who crucified Him were predestined by God.
· The most evil act ever perpetrated by man aided in God’s most awesome display of His glory!
2. Pharaoh and the Exodus (Exodus 7:1-5, 14:4, Romans 9:17-23)
· God hardened Pharaoh’s heart to disobey God so that God’s name might be declared throughout all the earth.
3. Joseph and Egypt (Acts 7:9, Psalm 105:17, Genesis 45:7-8, 50:20)
· Joseph’s brothers, moved with envy sell him into slavery and send him into Egypt
· Joseph said that God sent him into Egypt

· Joseph’s brothers meant it for evil, but God meant it for good








“In the beginning God…” (Genesis 1:1)
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4. Job (Job 1:10-12, 20-22, 42:1-6)
· Everything that befell Job was allowed and ruled over by God.
· Satan’s purpose in afflicting Job is to cause Job to curse God.
· God overruled the affliction that He allowed to cause Job to worship Him in his suffering.
· The Holy Spirit attributes all of Job’s loss to God.
5. The Fall (2 Timothy 1:9, Ephesians 3:11,1st Peter 1:20,  Revelation 13:8, Romans 9:19-23 )
· We need to apply all of the first seven biblical truths to our interpretation of the fall.
· The fall did not catch God by surprise.

· The fall was permitted by God in order for God to display the maximal amount of His glory in pouring His wrath out on sin and redeeming a people to display in them the glory of His grace.
How can God ordain that evil exist and occur and not be the Author of evil?
________
It is helpful, I think, to understand that sin is not itself a thing created. Sin is neither substance, being, spirit, nor matter. So it is technically not proper to think of sin as something that was created. Sin is simply a lack of moral perfection in a fallen creature. Fallen creatures themselves bear full responsibility for their sin. And all evil in the universe emanates from the sins of fallen creatures. – John MacArthur
________

Is God the Author of Sin? Edwards answers, "If by 'the author of sin,' be meant the sinner, the agent, or the actor of sin, or the doer of a wicked thing . . . . it would be a reproach and blasphemy, to suppose God to be the author of sin. In this sense, I utterly deny God to be the author of sin." But, he argues, willing that sin exist in the world is not the same as sinning. God does not commit sin in willing that there be sin. God has established a world in which sin will indeed necessarily come to pass by God's permission, but not by his "positive agency."
God is, Edwards says, "the permitter . . . of sin; and at the same time, a disposer of the state of events, in such a manner, for wise, holy and most excellent ends and purposes, that sin, if it be permitted . . . will most certainly and infallibly follow…In other words, "sin is not the fruit of any positive agency or influence of the most High, but on the contrary, arises from the withholding of his action and energy, and under certain circumstances, necessarily follows on the want of his influence."
Thus in one sense God wills that what he hates come to pass, as well as what he loves. Edwards says, God may hate a thing as it is in itself, and considered simply as evil, and yet . . . it may be his will it should come to pass, considering all consequences. . . . God doesn't will sin as sin or for the sake of anything evil; though it be his pleasure so to order things, that he permitting, sin will come to pass; for the sake of the great good that by his disposal shall be the consequence. His willing to order things so that evil should come to pass, for the sake of the contrary good, is no argument that he doesn't hate evil, as evil: and if so, then it is no reason why he may not reasonably forbid evil as evil, and punish it as such. John Piper quoting Edwards
______
The Sovereignty of the God of Scripture is absolute, irresistible, infinite. When we say that God is Sovereign we affirm His right to govern the universe which He has made for His own glory, just as He pleases. We affirm that His right is the right of the Potter over the clay, i. e., that He may mold that clay 


into whatsoever form He chooses, fashioning out of the same lump one vessel unto honor and another unto dishonor. We affirm that He is under no rule or law outside of His own will and nature, that God is a law unto Himself, and that He is under no obligation to give an account of His matters to any. Pink
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