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The Sovereignty of God and Free Will?
Who is the Lord of my destiny? Is it me or God?

Psalm 103:19 The LORD hath prepared his throne in the heavens; and his kingdom ruleth over all.


Ephesians 1:11, Daniel 4:35

Definitions
Free (n) -
Exempt from external authority, interference, restriction, etc.

Will (n) -
The faculty of choice, the immediate cause of all action. 
Will (n) - 
That faculty of the mind by which we determine either to do or forbear an action. 

       (v) - 
To determine; to decide in the mind that something shall be done or forborne 
What motivates our will (causes our will to move)?


In every act of the will there is preference-the desiring of one thing rather than another. Where there is no preference, but complete indifference, there is no volition. To will is to choose, and to choose is to decide between alternatives. But there is something that influences choice; something which determines the decision…The will is not causative, because, as we have said, something causes it to choose; therefore that something must be the causative agent…What is it that determines the will/ We reply, The strongest motive power which is brought to bear upon it. What this motive power is, varies in different cases:



The Logic of reason

The Voice of conscience

The Impulse of the emotions

The Whisper of the tempter

The Power of the Holy Spirit


Whichever of these presents the strongest motive power and exerts the greatest influence upon the individual himself, is that which impels him to act. – Pink, The Sovereignty of God

Examples:



Choosing between buying two homes. What are the factors that influence your decision?



Choosing to or not to commit a sin. What are the factors that influence your decision?
 







“In the beginning God…” (Genesis 1:1)
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Bondage of the Will – our will is bound by our nature

A fish is not free to choose to breathe air.


A bird is not free to choose to live underwater.


We are not free to choose to fly or live underwater.


Our fallen Nature



Ephesians 2:1-3 “were by nature the children of wrath”

1Corinthians 2:14 But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. 

John 3:3 Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man

be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.

Romans 8:7 Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the

law of God, neither indeed can be. 

God’s Sovereignty over our will


Psalm 110:3 Thy people shall be willing in the day of thy power
John 6:37 All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out. 
Examples

Abimilech – Genesis 20:6  And God said unto him in a dream, Yea, I know that thou didst this in the integrity of thy heart; for I also withheld thee from sinning against me: therefore suffered I thee not to touch her. 
Pharaoh –  The Hardening of his heart

Judas Iscariot – Zechariah 11:13 (Christ’s betrayal prophesied)


Matthew 26:24  The Son of man goeth as it is written of him: but woe unto that man by whom the Son of man is betrayed! it had been good for that man if he had not been born. 

John 12:6  This he said, not that he cared for the poor; but because he was a thief, and had the bag, and bare what was put therein. (Matthew 26:10-16, Mark 14:6-14:11)
John 13:2, 27







“In the beginning God…” (Genesis 1:1)
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